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Platt:  Sure, we’re really excited.  This season, we 
actually have Phil Morris, who many people from 
his work on Smallville as Martian Manhunter and 
Seinfeld as Jackie Chiles, as well as his work in 
Black Dynamite and a number of other 
movies.  He’s coming on and he’s sort of the big 
bad guy this season.  He’s in a two-episode arc at 
the end of the season which we’re really, really 
excited about.  He’s just such a joy and a delight to 
work with.  He’s a consummate professional and 
amazing.  We really all had a great time working 
with him.  
Lowenthal:  Yeah and the other one we’re excited 
about is Aaron Douglas, who played Chief Tyrol in 
Battlestar Galactica. Who, also, we’re huge fans of 
and it was such a joy to work with him.  It’s a 
wonder we got anything done. 
Platt:  We were laughing so hard. 
Lowenthal:  Yeah, we spent most of the time 

laughing.  But we’re excited to bring in more guests as we go, because I think that the way the show is 
going, we keep opening up the world bigger and bigger, it’s inevitable that other people will creep in.  
That brings up an interesting point.  I did have a question about how the writing process goes, because you guys 
have a really, really short time to get your sketch across. Episodes are only about two-and-a-half minutes long 
usually? 
Lowenthal:  Yeah, in general.  Yeah.  
Platt: Yeah. 
So can you walk us through the creative process of writing that? Is there a lot of ad-libbing? Do you have a 
general structure to begin with or do you have the whole thing plotted out? 
Lowenthal:  We have scripts for every 
episode.  I’m not saying that a certain amount of 
ad-libbing doesn’t happen on set; some of it 
actually gets kept.  But we do have typed scripts 
going in.  Just from a production standpoint, to 
keep costs down and make it possible for us to 
shoot everything that we need to shoot, we try to 
keep the scripts down to that time.  Scripts are 
generally about three pages.  It’s important for us 
to do that.  So, it’s all scripted out in advance, but 
on the day, as is inevitable, things happen, 
especially when you’ve got really good actors.  
Platt:  We always try to make sure to get several 
takes just as scripted and knowing that we have it 
in the can before we start to goof off and go off 
script.  But I would say 95% of what you see on 
screen is totally scripted.  
Lowenthal:  Yeah.  The nice thing is that the 
characters have become, as we’ve all learned who 
the characters are and they’re played out and 
became more developed, it becomes…the scripts change because we know the characters better and the 
improve gets better because people have been playing these characters for so long and our director, 
Steven Calcote, who has directed the second and third season, has gotten really good at leaving the…at 
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Lowenthal:  I think people, because it sounds so simple, would say, “Oh, I 
know how to do that,” but so much of our job is getting scripts, we don’t get 
a lot of time to work with the script, we don’t necessarily get to read the full 
script or get it in advance.  Sometimes we’ll show up for a job with a 
videogame or a cartoon and they’ll hand us a script and they’ll say, “Okay, 
let’s go! Do you have any questions?” I don’t even know what the questions 
would be! I haven’t even finished the script! So the more you practice 
reading out loud, the better you get at making decisions really quickly and 
pulling comprehension out of whatever you’re reading.  You can pick up 
anything: a newspaper article, magazine, comic book, whatever it is and just 
practice reading out loud. 
Platt:  And then I guess the other two things I would recommend to people 
are, if you really are enjoying the idea and the work of reading and knowing 
you can format it and perform with what you’re doing, consider getting 
involved in some sort of theatre group or some sort of play.  Just start 
honing your skills as an actor, because acting is just using your imagination 
and your creativity to bring a character to life, and the more practice and experience you have doing 
that, the more comfortable you’ll be doing that behind the microphone.  So get into your local theater 
group or take an acting class or make your own short film; somehow start yourself with the process of 
acting, make sure you enjoy it and you like it, because it’s really easy to look at a career from a distance 
and go, “Oh, I want to do that!” but are you actually sure you want to do the work that is involved in 
doing it?  So, get into an acting class, get on the stage, start working, and then always remember that 
what acting at its core is is asking questions and using your creativity, so ask your who, what, why, when, 
where, how, you know your English class questions, ask those about the character, about the scenario, 
about the situation and use your imagination to answer it.  Then, work from there because that’s really 
what acting is. 
Lowenthal:  Yeah, we found that the people who really have longevity, who we really noticed have 
succeeded and kept succeeding in this field are not only just good voice actors but good actors.  I know a 
lot of people say, “Hey, people always tell me I should be a voice actor because I do all these crazy voices 
or because I have this really cool voice,” and that’s a great place to start, but the fact of the matter is it’s 
the acting that will win out.  A lot of the jobs that we do don’t involve lots of different crazy voices, it’s 
just us in our natural range, but then you add the acting in and, on top of that, to make it a good round 
three things as far as advice is concerned, just be professional.  Be a good person to work with, a nice 

person.  Often times we’ve found that you don’t have to 
be the best actor, the best performer to get the job if 
people like working with you.  Show up on time, make 
sure you’ve done your work, make sure when you leave 
the booth you don’t leave half-empty bottles of water 
and gum stuck to the bottom of something or other, 
learn how to take direction.  Just be a pleasant, polite, 
professional person to work with and that also seems like 
something really simple, “Oh yeah, I know how to do 
that,” but it’s so important, so important. 
Platt:  Yeah, professionalism is key.  Then, to answer 
your last question, not about the advice we could give, 
but as far as what’s coming up, in terms of our 
publishing company, that is how we published our book, 
we actually have a novella that Yuri co-wrote that’s 
going to be coming out later this year, a film noir novella 
that’s going to be coming out and we’re really excited 
about.  It’s called Tough City, so that’s exciting.  And 
then we’re working on a movie. 



Lowenthal:  Yeah, we’re working on a movie called Con Artists that is all shot and done and edited and 
now we’re working on some of the other post things, color and sound and music.  It’s about us as voice 
actors, or at least slightly…it would fall into the mockumentary domain.  It’s about voice actors doing the 
convention circuit and it’s called Con Artists. It’s actually about half documentary, because we shot at 
about 10 or 11 cons over the course of a year.  So a lot of it is real interviews and real people talking 
about the convention scene and then the rest of it is 
us… 
Platt: Being silly. 
Lowenthal:  Yeah, being silly.  So we’re looking 
forward to that.  That should be coming out 
soon.  It’ll probably be available for some sort of 
viewing in the fall.  We’re excited about that. 
Platt: Busy, busy. 
Anything else you’d like to add before I have to let you 
go? We’re about at the end of our time. 
Lowenthal:  I guess I would just say, we’re having a 
really fun, live interactive webcast party for Shelf 
Life on Wednesday the 18th, so next Wednesday at 
8PM Pacific time.  All you have to do to take part is 
go to your friendly internets and go to 
thestream.tv/live and we’re going to be answering 
questions; the whole cast will be there. 
Platt:  We’re going to have fun games and give-aways. 
Lowenthal:  Yeah, give-aways, question and answer.  We’ll be doing a little bit of a performance and 
some other fun stuff. 
Platt:  And a special announcement. 
Lowenthal:  Yeah, a special announcement and talking about the launch of our IndieGoGo campaign to 

help fund season four. 
Platt:  And you can always go to shelflifeseries.com and 
it has all the information there as well and that’s always 
a good place to start with getting more information 
about the show.  And we’re very easy to stalk online: 
I’m @taraplatt and he’s @yurilowenthal on Twitter and 
on Facebook and whatnot. 
Be sure to check out the Shelf Life fourth season launch 
party.  You can find the details here.  
 
 


